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support for the Red Sox. But I don’t
plan on letting her get away too eas-
ily—I have Mary’s e-mail address and
it will be well used.

Mary is not retiring, just shifting her
focus to new challenges, such as the
mountains yet to be climbed, rivers yet
to be rafted, grandchildren yet to be
born. I know that her husband Sam is
looking forward to seeing more of Mary
as much as I regret seeing her leave.
Vermont is lucky to have had Mary to
itself for all these years.
f

UNITED STATES-SPAIN COUNCIL
Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, the re-

lationship between the United States
and Spain is the oldest one in North
America. Almost 500 years ago—in
1513—Spanish Explorer Ponce de Leon
and his crew in search of a Fountain of
Youth discovered North America. What
they found was a treasure of a different
kind—a land that Ponce de Leon
named ‘‘La Florida.’’

In the four centuries since then, the
histories of the United States and
Spain have been inextricably linked.
While there have been periods of es-
trangement and even hostility, the
United States and Spain are ‘‘natural
allies.’’ As we approach the end of this
century, the cultural, political, and
economic ties between the United
States and Spain have never been
stronger, nor more mutually beneficial.

This reinvigorated relationship is es-
pecially visible in the active relations,
frequently in close collaboration, of
Spain and the United States in Latin
America.

To build on this exceptional period of
positive relationship, the United
States—Spain Council was formed in
May 1996 by Vice President AL GORE
and the President of Spain, Jose Maria
Aznar. The Council was formerly estab-
lished at an organizational meeting
held in Toledo, Spain in November 1996.
The Council established itself as a
forum in which Spanish and American
citizens, including leaders in govern-
ment business, education, and culture
could discuss the state of the United
States—Spain relationship.

In April of 1997 the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Fundacion
Consejo Espana-Estados Unidos, Mr.
Jaime Carvajal and the then Chairman
of the United States—Spain Council,
BILL RICHARDSON, signed an agreement
of the common goals regarding their
intent to: promote cooperation be-
tween Spain and the United States in
the economic, trade, business, sci-
entific and cultural fields; improve
knowledge about each other’s country
and the image of the United States in
Spain and of Spain in the United
States; propose to their respective gov-
ernments actions aimed at developing
relations between the two countries
and adopt other initiatives which
would contribute to the progress and
growth of relations between the United
States and Spanish societies.

This past October 31 through Novem-
ber 2, 1997 the Council met here in

Washington for two and one half days
and in New York for an additional day
on November 3, 1997. The meeting was
attended by many prominent members
of the Council from both nations,
which led to a candid and thought pro-
voking discussion of the topics on our
agenda.

These topics included United
States—Spain Trade and Investment
Analysis of Direct Investment Prac-
tices, Spanish and United States im-
ages: Origins and Reasons, Strengthen-
ing United States—Spanish Ties, the
Role of Civil Society (Educational and
Cultural exchanges), Intellectual Prop-
erty and Internet in Spanish.

The members of the Council agreed
to undertake a challenging agenda
short and long objectives, all intended
to advance United States and Spanish
relations.

I would like to thank Vice President
AL GORE, Spanish Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Economy and Finance, Mr.
Rodrigo Rato, Spanish Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Mr. Abel Matutes, and
Stuart E. Eizenstat, US Under Sec-
retary for Economic Business and Agri-
cultural Affairs, and other distin-
guished presenters, for their meaning-
ful participation in our meeting.

I also take this opportunity to thank
the two Executive Directors of our
Council, Ambassador Diego Asencio
and his Spanish counter part, Emilio
Cassinello Auban. Ambassador Asencio
and his Assistant, Elia Garcia-
McComie did an outstanding job of
bringing together all the ingredients
essential to a productive meeting.

It is important that my colleagues in
the Senate and the people of the United
States understand this special relation-
ship, which is old in historical terms
and yet new because it is being reinvig-
orated by this renewed attention to its
importance. We must recognize that
the United States with its growing
Spanish speaking population, is a log-
ical bridge between Latin America and
Spain. We must take advantage of this
moment in history to strengthen cul-
tural and educational ties as well as
promoting investment opportunities
for both countries.

I ask unanimous consent that ex-
cerpts of speeches at the meeting by
Vice President GORE, Mr. Rato, Mr.
Eizenstat, and the entire text of Mr.
Matutes’ address be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
EXCERPTS OF REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT AL

GORE

Thank you so much.
You know, Bob Graham is truly a national

treasure. He has done so much to nurture the
friendship between Spain and the United
States, and has been such a leader in build-
ing a thriving new era in the affairs of our
hemisphere. I am honored to be here with
him today.

When President Aznar and I met last year,
we looked forward to the day when a van-
guard of key leaders from business and aca-
demics, politics and culture would meet to
discuss issues of common concern.

What we do here today is an important new
step in the evolving relationship between our
peoples and our nations—a relationship that
dates back hundreds of years of rich history.

Our historic ties, strong alliance and
shared ideals underpin an ambitious coopera-
tive effort in support of peace, democracy
and prosperity in important areas such as
the former Yugoslavia, the Middle East,
Central and Eastern Europe and Latin Amer-
ica.

Each of you here this morning represents a
specific aspect of the American-Spanish rela-
tionship—whether in diplomacy and govern-
ment, business, culture, education, the
media or in any of a host of other endeavors.

The variety of this group mirrors the com-
plexity of our exchanges and drives home the
point that it is in our daily business, public
or private lives, that our nations’ bonds are
created and affirmed. Some many of the im-
portant national issues we address have
international ramifications. Doing our jobs
well means doing them well together.

All this, ladies and gentlemen, can be
summed up in one sentence: U.S.-Spanish re-
lations are excellent now, and poised to be-
come even more productive in the coming
years.

I applaud your work; and I salute your
commitment to a new era, and a new century
of friendship between Spain and the United
States.

Buena Suerte, and Good Luck!
EXCERPTS OF A SPEECH BY THE SPANISH DEP-

UTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF THE
ECONOMY AND FINANCE, RODRIGO RATO

‘‘THE SPANISH ECONOMY ON THE THRESHOLD OF
THE EURO’’

It is a great honor for me to have the
chance to close this Third Spain-United
States forum. Previous sessions have dem-
onstrated the great utility of these plat-
forms, involving a wide range of personal-
ities from all fields, in enhancing dialog be-
tween the two countries and promoting
greater tapproachment and mutual under-
standing.

In a globalized work such as today’s,
marked by freedom of exchange and the mo-
bility of factors, ti is clear that there can be
no isolated response to the problems affect-
ing our economies. The global interrelation
which surrounds us assesses the need for co-
ordinating mechanisms which are sufficient
to meet the demands of the international
economy effectively and with assured suc-
cess.

EMU implies for Spain an economic policy
which would have to be pursued in any case
(even if there were no EMU), given the chal-
lenge of globalization and competition with
North America and in the Asian Pacific re-
gion. EMU represents macro-economic sta-
bility, a necessary pre-requisite in the cre-
ation of jobs.

EMU is a strategic challenge. The point of
no return for the creation of EMU and for
Spain’s participation has been reached. For
Spain, there is no strategic alternative to
our full participation from the outset. EMU
will not however be a panacea that will re-
solve all our problems with no effort on our
part. Moderation of production costs, re-
straints of public spending and tax policies
to format saving and investment are key ele-
ments to the creation of jobs.

Trade unions and employers have recently
given ample evidence of their sense of re-
sponsibility in dealing with the historical
challenge posed for Spain by EMU. Spanish
society and the Government are certain that
they will be up to the task and that social
consensus will be maintained. The Govern-
ment considers this social consensus to be
fundamental to its economic policy strategy
for stability and job creation.
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As revealed by the figures and the results

of the last year, the Spanish economy has
shown considerable maturity, adapting and
reacting positively to the changes made to
its system. Spain is, at this time, an adapt-
able economy, increasingly flexible, and with
a dynamism which I do not doubt will in-
crease as we pursue the structural reforms
under way.

EXCERPTS OF REMARKS FOR UNDER SEC-
RETARY EIZENSTAT AT U.S.-SPAIN COUNCIL
LUNCH

U.S.-SPANISH TRADE RELATIONS

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you
to the State Department today. I am hon-
ored to host this event which marks the first
meeting in the United States of the U.S.-
Spain Council. I want especially to congratu-
late all those who have helped make this
meeting possible. I believe this group has a
vital role to play in the New Transatlantic
Agenda and in building and strengthening es-
sential contacts between our two countries.

The overall relationship between Spain and
the United States can best be characterized
as one of increased mutual trust and co-
operation, especially during the past decade.
We value Spain’s commitment to strength-
ened transatlantic ties and desire to
strengthen points of contact in many areas—
political, military and economic. Spain has
courageously taken a leadership role on
many of the most challenging and demand-
ing issues before Europe today—peacekeep-
ing in Bosnia and the Middle East, develop-
ment of a Mediterranean initiative, the ex-
pansion of NATO, and improved trans-
atlantic trade. It was Spain that was most
outspoken in its opposition to the undemo-
cratic Castro regime in Cuba. Spain’s leader-
ship and initiative made it possible to create
consensus among governments, the private
sector and nongovernmental organizations
on ways to promote democracy and freedom
in Cuba.

The relationship between Spain and the
United States remains a partnership between
equals who agree on the basic principles that
will help achieve the goal of a New Trans-
atlantic Marketplace. This is demonstrated
here today by the number of important U.S.
and Spanish business and government rep-
resentatives committed to continuing an
honest and open dialogue on these issues.

Once again, let me welcome you to the
State Department and encourage your suc-
cessful collaboration.

ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
MR. ABEL MATUTES

Mr. Secretary of State for Energy, Mr.
Under Secretary of State for Economic Busi-
ness and Agricultural Affairs, Mr. Ambas-
sador, Chairmen of the United States-Spain
Council, Ladies and Gentlemen: Today I visit
Washington once again, on the occasion of
the III Forum, organized by the U.S.-Spain
Council, an initiative that rests on society,
sponsored from the outset by the President
of the Spanish Government and
Vicepresident Gore, as a dynamic contribu-
tion to the cooperation between our coun-
tries. We must congratulate ourselves for the
continuity this open and informal dialogue
has attained, a dialogue which brings to-
gether businessmen, legislators, scholars,
professionals and politicians from Spain and
the U.S.

The III meeting of the Forum—the first to
be held in the United States—has been pre-
ceded by two previous ones: Seville in 1995
and last year in Toledo. It is with utmost
satisfaction that we Spaniards now review
certain predictions made in Seville and To-
ledo. At the close of 1995, cautious pre-
dictions envisaged the possibility of Spain
being in the first group of countries to enter

the E.M.U. and inaugurate the movement to-
wards the euro. As a conclusion to the de-
bate on the Spanish economy, Seville’s
records state that: ‘‘the Spanish economy
will continue to grow relatively strongly for
the next couple of years, the underlying con-
cern being whether or not Spain will meet
the Maastricht convergence criteria’’. One
year later, in November 1996, the Toledo re-
port literally stated that ‘‘the markets judge
that Spain has a 70% chance of joining the
E.M.U. on schedule’’. Today, scarcely twelve
months after these predictions, neither the
economists, nor the politicians nor the mar-
kets leave any room for doubt. Spain will be
on time for this crucial economic and politi-
cal rendezvous, and will belong to the group
of countries that will lead the E.U. into the
coming millennium.

It is obvious that, as members of the E.U.,
political and economic convergence within
the process of construction of Europe is for
us of paramount importance. This does not
exhaust, however, our foreign policy options.
Spain can today envisage being present si-
multaneously in all those international sce-
narios, where necessary to defend its na-
tional interests. This allows me to affirm,
without reservations, that the Spanish for-
eign policy has multiple essential goals that
are perfectly compatible. In this sense, Eu-
rope does not preempt Latinamerica and
even less so our concerns for the Mediterra-
nean; convergence with the E.U. is not
unreconcilable with the transatlantic com-
mon goals, bilaterally with the United
States and multilaterally, within the E.U.
and N.A.T.O.

In the economic field, the fact is that the
intensification of our relationship with
member countries of the European Union has
reduced the relative weight of trade and in-
vestment between the United States and
Spain. Notwithstanding, the global value of
our exchanges reflects a first-class relation-
ship with the United States. Our trade flows
top the 10 billion dollar mark. The United
States is our most important trade partner
outside the E.U. It is clear that the balance
is tilted in favor of the United States—6.5
billion dollars against 3.6 billion dollars in
1996—, compelling us to redouble the efforts
to reach a more balanced export-import
ratio, surmounting tariff barriers and the
socalled ‘‘equivalent effect measures’’. The
image factor, —or the lack thereof, rather
than its shortcomings—, plays a relevant
role in the Spanish exports to the United
States, a fact which has drawn the Council’s
justified attention. The analysis of the ori-
gins and solutions to the absence of a Span-
ish image in the United States may well be
a substantial contribution of this Washing-
ton Forum.

In turn, Spanish investment in the U.S.
market is growing. With an annual volume
ranging between 300 and 400 million dollars,
it accounts for 5% of Spanish investments
abroad. We must not forget either the deci-
sive role played by U.S. investments in the
Spanish development in terims of contribut-
ing technology innovation, occupational
training and job creation in the 60’s, 70’s and
80’s. Currently U.S. financial investments in
the Spanish stock exchange are of consider-
able importance. Statistics show that more
than 500 U.S. corporations are present today
in the Spanish economy, the eighth in the
world in terms of industrial output, with a
G.D.P. that exceeds five hundred billion dol-
lars, which makes Spain the top medium in-
come country.

Many of these, import, export and invest-
ment companies are represented in the U.S.-
Spain Council, and their Chairmans and
CEOs are here today to participate in this III
Forum. The Program for discussion of this
Forum has scheduled an interesting session

on ‘‘joint ventures’’. Their primary field of
action is obviously in this hemisphere. The
possibilities of success of these Spanish-
American joint ventures, particularly in
basic areas such as infrastructure, services
and finance are increased by the affinity of
the Spanish culture, by the fact that Spain
is the first European investor in Latin Amer-
ica, and by the existence of a sophisticated
and complex network of cooperation agree-
ments between Spain and Latin American
countries. The Latin American experience
can be obviously useful in other regions and
markets, be they European, mediterranean
or Asian.

In short, the potential of economic inter-
ests requires both Governments to promote
and encourage the transatlantic business
dialogue and to increase our exchanges. The
creation of the United States-Spain Council
is a step in this direction. Our dual conver-
gence with the United States, both bilat-
erally and as a member of the E.U., must be
regarded in the framework of the New Trans-
atlantic Agenda that President Clinton
signed in Madrid and that Undersecretary of
State Eizenstat referred to as ‘‘the roadmap
of our relationship into the XXI Century’’,
not only in the economic field, but also in
the field of foreign policy and security un-
derstood in its widest sense. In this context,
the Spanish Government has given proof of
its willingness—which I reiterate today—of
pioneering in Europe the ‘‘habit of consulta-
tion’’ in Europe, in my view the cornerstone
of this New Transatlantic Agenda.

In the cultural field, our relations continue
to advance, but the volume of the Spanish
presence in the United States is still insuffi-
cient. Notwithstanding, our cultural herit-
age is among the most important in the
world; the artistic creativity of the Spanish
people has produced and continues to
produce exceptional works; and our language
is a work of art of the ancestral living and
daily communication we share with 400 mil-
lion people. Of these, nearly 30 million live
within the borders of the United States,
making this country the fifth-ranking Span-
ish-speaking country in the world.

Where do we then stand with regard to our
cultural relations?

The answer is not as satisfactory as it
could and should be, even though new means
and mechanisms have been created to open
significant perspectives for the increase of
our cultural exchanges. We witness growing
levels of cooperation in the field of edu-
cation: within twelve to eighteen months
there will be 2000 Spanish teachers in Amer-
ican high schools, two Cervantes Institutes,
in addition to New York and Chicago, a
greater number of privately funded scholar-
ship programs, including post-graduate stu-
dents such as Spain-U.S.A. 2000. The expecta-
tions are ambitious and we should continu-
ously stimulate them, especially in a coun-
try where 65% of all students choose Spanish
as a second language, including the daugh-
ters of both President Clinton and Vice-
President Gore. New technologies and media,
the promotion by audio-visual means of
Spanish cultural expressions, the introduc-
tion of the Spanish language in the
Internet—another subject included in the
program of discussion of the III Forum—, in
sum, the whole arsenal of modern commu-
nication should be used in a tightly coordi-
nated strategy, to achieve a widespread pres-
ence of Spain in the United States, includ-
ing, naturally, tourism and the healthy Med-
iterranean diet.

Taking all this into account, I believe that
the engagement of society in this task is ab-
solutely essential. This is why I am so
pleased by the fact that the United States-
Spain Council has, among its specific goals,
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that of promoting our relations with the His-
panic community in the U.S. I am particu-
larly encouraged by the fact that this will be
one of the issues to be discussed in this III
Forum, both in the context of education and
promotion of people to people links as well
as from the perspective of image and mutual
understanding. In fact, the U.S.-Spain Coun-
cil which owes much of its existence to the
talent and the perseverance of Ambassador
Bill Richardson is, in itself, a good example
of the special predisposition that Spaniards
and Hispanics share to understand each
other.

Finally, I would like to make reference to
the third convergence that makes our rela-
tionship unique: the security and defense is-
sues, the military component of the Spanish-
American ties. Historically, Spain has
evolved from contributing to the struggle for
American independence 200 years ago, to its
accession to the Washington Treaty in 1982
and common membership in N.A.T.O. It can
even be said that, since 1975, the major
change in our growing exchanges with the
American Government and society has been
a progressive reduction of the military issue
in the relationship as a whole. We are no
longer primarily a military ally, as we have
become above all a partner in the Inter-
national Community, engaging in excellent
and extensive political, economic and cul-
tural relations, that do not, however, ex-
clude the security and defense link.

The N.A.T.O. Summit held in Madrid last
July, was a crucial moment in the design of
a new post-Cold War N.A.T.O., both in its in-
ternal renovation and its external adapta-
tion. Spain and the United States share a
common view in practically all issues: the
new design of the command structure; the
development of the European Identity in Se-
curity and Defense, involving the effective
participation of the W.E.U.; the full support
to the new Council of Euro-Atlantic Associa-
tion; the enlargement understood as a his-
torical challenge that demands an
undeferable response and as a evolving proc-
ess that began with three countries but has
been left open to the future; the full support
to the new Council of the Euro-Atlantic As-
sociation; the N.A.T.O. Russia cooperation,
and the special relationship with the
Ukraine; the strengthening of the Mediterra-
nean dialogue, and the creation of a Group
for Cooperation in the Mediterranean.

Consequently, we have arrived at a junc-
ture in which we feel that the trans-
formation of the current model of our pres-
ence in the renewed Alliance, and our en-
trance in the new command structure is
deemed advisable. We believe that the nec-
essary adjustments are practically con-
cluded, in a conceptual design that is accept-
able both to Spain and to the Other N.A.T.O.
partners. We trust that this decision will be
formalised next December, without undue in-
terference from any extraneous bilateral dis-
sension, foreign to the Alliance, which ought
to be solved in other fora.

Ladies and Gentleman;
Our world is irrevocably and unquestion-

ably different. Globalization—of markets, of
finance, of technology, of challenges—is not
an option but a reality. International rela-
tions are predominantly multilateral; the
expansion of democracy can be dem-
onstrated; the proliferation of new conflicts
within states, rather than between states, is
a proven fact and an unfortunate truth,; and
the revolution in communications and infor-
mation technology is the result of the most
significant and drastic technological changes
since the Industrial Revolution.

And within such complex and changing
framework, that is so contradictory in its in-
equalities and its fortunes, it seems appro-
priate that as Minister of Foreign Affairs of

Spain I encourage the United States to con-
tinue to be the most visible international
spokesman in favour of stability, sustainable
development, peace and security. This is not
a responsibility that must be carried out
alone. Europe must participate since we
share a common world, since the United
States is a European country and Europe is
an Atlantic Continent. This is Spain’s under-
standing which has been postulated numer-
ous times over the last years. The United
States can rest assured that in the conflict-
stricken scenarios of the world and in the
daily life of the international community, it
will always find a Spaniard striving towards
peaceful co-existence, democracy and the
rule of law.

This does not imply that no differences
exist between the policies of both and coun-
tries, or that we will not encounter situa-
tions in which, while agreeing on the goals,
we dissent on the means. In such a complex
and vital relationship, perpetual consensus
or systematic unanimity are unattainable. It
is in exploring doubts and in the search for
alternatives, that the intelligence of thought
is expressed. On occasion’s, this is the only
manner in which partner of good faith can
effectively help one another, in a relation-
ship as plural and conditioned by the World’s
diversity as ours.

I would like to end by congratulating, once
again, the U.S.-Spain Council for having
maintained this initiative and the continu-
ity of its meeting. The ambitious originality
and imagination of its members allows us to
harbour great expectations about their prac-
tical proposals which we shall listen to with
great attention.

f

TRIBUTE TO REV. WALTER J.
KEISKER

Mr. ASCHROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize a tremendous indi-
vidual who exemplifies citizenship,
character, and service to humanity,
Rev. Walter J. Keisker.

On November 12, 1997, the Lutheran
Family and Children Services [LFCS]
of southeast Missouri will host The
Second Annual Walter J. Keisker Din-
ner. I commend LFCS staff for their
foresight in choosing Reverend Keisker
to lead their mission. As our Nation
looks increasingly for moral guidance
in an era of moral decay, Reverend
Keisker’s example provides inspiration
for others to follow in building family
life.

Anyone ever associated with Rev-
erend Keisker knows of his unique spir-
it and tenacity which has brought
about a rich lifetime of accomplish-
ments. This special servant of God and
man was bestowed a honorary degree of
doctor of divinity in 1993 by Concordia
Seminary in St. Louis. Reverend
Keisker generously gives his time to
the Boy Scouts, Ministerial Alliance,
Chamber of Commerce, and Historical
Society. His dedication is an enduring
example of service, integrity, faithful-
ness, and love in the highest and best
spirit of American citizenship.

From Matthew, Chapter 25, Verse 21,
‘‘Well done, my good and faithful serv-
ant!’’ With God’s blessing, and the be-
nevolent commitment of Rev. Walter
J. Keisker as a guiding light, the lu-
theran family and children’s services
will continue to be successful in build-
ing a stronger family life.

CONGRATULATIONS TO EDITH
BARCOMB CELEBRATING HER
88TH BIRTHDAY

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise
today to encourage my colleagues to
join me in congratulating Edith
Barcomb of Springfield, MO, who will
celebrate her 88th birthday on Novem-
ber 26. Edith is a truly remarkable in-
dividual. She has witnessed many of
the events that have shaped our Nation
into the greatest the world has ever
known. The longevity of Edith’s life
has meant much more, however, to the
many relatives and friends whose lives
she has touched over the last 88 years.

Edith’s celebration of 88 years of life
is a testament to me and all Missou-
rians. Her achievements are significant
and deserve to be recognized. I would
like to join Edith’s many friends and
relatives in wishing her health and
happiness in the future.

f

1997: A BANNER YEAR OF WORK
FOR SENATE FOREIGN RELA-
TIONS COMMITTEE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, this past
week, the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee held its final business
meeting of the 1st session of the 105th
Congress. At that meeting, the com-
mittee approved 50 nominations as well
as three pieces of legislation. This was
the culmination of an ambitious 1997
agenda which included 97 committee
meetings—the first on January 8 when
the committee convened to consider
the nomination of Madeleine Albright
to be Secretary of State.

With this past week’s business meet-
ing, the committee had approved and
sent to the Senate, in 1997, 119 nomina-
tions, approved 1,004 Foreign Service
promotions and reported out 37 pieces
of legislation, while approving 15 trea-
ties. Among the nominations were the
Secretary of State, numerous Assistant
Secretaries of State, and Ambassadors
to the United Nations, Canada, the
United Kingdom, Japan, Greece, Korea,
Israel, and Egypt.

But this, Mr. President, does not
begin to tell the full story. Thanks to
the able members of the committee
staff, hard work of the committee
members—the subcommittee chairmen
and ranking members—and thanks to
the bipartisan spirit which we, all of
us, have worked to establish, we have—
all of us together—succeeded, in the
opinion of, at least, two former Sec-
retaries of State, in returning the For-
eign Relations Committee to top-draw-
er relevancy for the first time in dec-
ades. I believe it is fair to say that,
thanks to the joint efforts of so many,
the committee is today a force to be
reckoned with in terms of U.S. foreign
policy.

Mr. President, the most concrete evi-
dence of this rejuvenation came in May
and June, when the committee wrote
and approved sweeping bipartisan legis-
lation to reorganize and revitalize the
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